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1 . (Currently aiwcndcd) A handheld aerosolization apparatr «s comprising: 

a housing defining a chamber having a plurality of air in'ets, the chamber 
being sized to receive a recq>taclc which contains an aeroaolizable pharmaceul 'cal fonnuJation; 

a shield which covers at least one but not all of the air inlets, whereby the 
shield prevents blockage of the at least one air inlet by a usar grasping the apps -^tus; and 

an end section associated with the housing, Che end secti m sized and 
shaped to be received in a user's mouth or nose so that the user may inhale thrc ugh the end 
section to aerosolize tfie pharmaceutical formulation and to i nhale aerosolized ; pharmaceutical 
formulation that has exited the receptacle. 

2. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein th shield is a 
portion of the end section. 

3- (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein thi end section is 
removably connected to the housing and wherein the end section may be renio\ sd from the 
housing to provide access to the chamber. 

4. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 3 wherein th% shield is a 
portion of the end section* 

5. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the shield comprises 
at least two covering portions, each covering portion covering at least one inlet. 

6. (Original) An apparatus accordmg to claim 5 wherein th« re are two 
covering portions and wherein the two covering portions are diametrically oppc^ed. 

7. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 5 wherein tlic at least two 
covering portions are separated by open portions. 



8. 



(Original) An apparatus according to claim 7 wherein the open portions 



provide direct access to at least one inlet. 
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9. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein tt z shield extends 
longitudinally along tho apparatus. 

JO. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein tb : receptacle is a 
capsule and liirther comprising a puncturing mechanism in the housing for crej ting one or more 
openings in the capsule. 

1 1 . (Original) An apparatus according to claim 10 wherein t le puncture 
member is adapted to puncture only one end of the capsule. 

12. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 10 wherein t ic chamber is 
elongated and wherein the capsule is received lengthwise within the elongated hamber. 

1 3 . (Original) An. apparatus according to claim I wherein th* ' inlet is shaped to 
create a swirling airflow within the chamber. 

1 4. (Currently amended) A handheld acrosolization apparati; s comprising: 

a housing defining a chamber having a phu^ty of air in! ets, the chamber 
being sized to receive a receptacle which contains an aerosolizable phaimaceut cal formulation; 

a shield which covers a portion of but not all of at least c ne of the air 

inlets; and 

an end section associated with the housing, the end secti^ sized and 
shaped to be received in a user^s mouth or nose so that the user may inhale thro igh the end 
section to aerosolize the pharmaceutical foTmuIation and to i nhale aerosolized j harmaceutical 
formulation that has exited the recq)taclc* 

1 5. ((Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 4 wherein tl c shield is a 
portion of the end section. 

16. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 14 wherein tl e end section is 
removably connected to the housing and wherein the end section maybe remov id from the 
housing to provide access to the chamber. 

1 7. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 6 wherdn tl e shield is a 
portion of the end section, 
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1 8. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 14 wherein I le inlet is shaped 
to create a swirling airflow within the chamb^. 

19. (Currently amended) A handheld aerosolization apparatt s comprising: 

a housing defining a cb^bcr having one or more air inl nts* the chamber 
being sized to receive a rec^tacle which contains an aerosolizable pharmaceut cal formulation; 

a shield extending around only a portion of transverse ci cumfcrence of the 
housing^ the shield covering at least one air inlets, whereby the shield prevents blockage of the at 
least one air inlet by a user grasping the apparatus; and 

an end section associated with the housings the end sccti >n sized and 
shaped to be received in a user's mouth or nose so that the user may inhale thK ugh the end 
section to aerosolize tfie pharmaceutical formulation and to i nhale aerosolized ] pharmaceutical 
formulation that has exited the rec^tacle. 

20. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 19 wherein tlie shield is a 
portion of the end section. 

21 . (Original) An appamtus according to claim 1 9 wherein tl e end section is 
removably cotmected to the housing and wherein the end section may be remo\ ed &om the 
housing to provide access to the chamber. 

22. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 21 wherein t) e shield is a 
portion of the end section. 

23. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 1 9 wherein tl e inlet is shaped 
to create a swirling airflow within the chamber. 

24. (Currently amended) A method of aerosolizing a pharma .eutical 
formulation, the method comprising: 

providing an aerosolizable pharmaceutical foimulation ii a chamber, the 
chaxuber having a plurality of air inlets; 

shielding at least one but not all of the air inlets from bei \g blocked by a 
user grasping the chamber; 
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aerosolizing the pharmaceutical foimulation bv using th - :__user's inhalation 
tocaxise air to flow flowing air through th e cbambez^ and 

administering the aerosolized pbannaceutical fonnulatic «i to the 
respiratory tract of a user during the usct^s inhalation. 

25. (Original) A method according to claim 24 wherein the ] pharmaceutical 
formulation is contained within a capsule and further comprising the step of in: erting the capsule 
into the chamber. 

26. (Original) A method according to claim 25 further comp ising puncturing 
the capsule within the chamber. 

27. (Cancelled). 

2$. (Currently amended) A method of aerosolizing a pharma 3cutical 
fbnnulation, the method comprising: 

providing an aerosolizable phaimaceutical formulation ir a chamber, the 
chamber having one or more air inlets; 

shielding only a portion of at least one of the air inlets fr^^m being blocked 
by a user grasping the chamber; 

aerosolizing the pharmaceutical formulation by using the usg^ ^t1^^a^j^t^t7f^ 
to cause air to flow flowing - oif through the chamber; and 

administering the aerosolized phannaceuticat formulatio: * to the 
respiratory tract of a user during the user's inhalation. 

29. (Original) A method according to claim 28 wherein the piarmaceuticat 
formulation is contained within a capsule and further comprising the step of ins ".rting the capsule 
into the chamber. 

30. (Original) A method according to claim 29 further compi :sing puncturing 
the capsule witiiin the chamber. 

31. (CanceUed). 
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